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The Weekly Theat Keeps You Informed of the Current Broadway Ecane 


The Idar-Broadhurst, 5/18/50. Musical by Alfred Drake and Fdward Bager, score 
by John Mundy.. based on 1760 comedy by Goldoni was postponed for one week, William 
Eythe, Melville Cooper and Paula Iaurence head east, —— by Norris Houghton. 


Produced by Dorothy Willard end Thomas Hammond, 


Magazine Critics View the New Shows 


Tickets Please!-Coronet, 4/27/50.-If you like the Hartmons, then you will like 
their. newest intimate revue, All the weekly critics agreed the song and dance team 
made the show, though comedions Roger Price and Jickic .lbertson came in for praise. 
Most thought music was weok. Gibbs, New Yorker, stggested several reasons why the 
show wasn’t enjoyable. There isn't enough subtle material for the Hartmons, the 
Hortmon routines are too predictable, and they cren*’t onough for a full evening's 
entertainment, Time critic thought the show was a conspiracy agsinst the stars. 
Hotchy New Republic, thought the clever satires on tho Senato investigation made the 
show important, while. Dcily Worker critic enjoyod the show but didn't think tho 
Senote satiros biting onough. 


: Peter Pon-Imperial, 4/24/50. Three magazine critics, a bechclor, a mother end a 
fother. rated the Barrie revival from as many points of view. Bachelor George Jeon 
Nathen, who attended sans children) found the present production statring. Joon arthur 
ond Boris Kerloff altogether too cute end too flimsy for enyone but a childe Pholon, 
Commonweal, couldn't entice any youngsters to ottend with her, but shé did cnjoy the 
show. ‘She hoped the dence numbers would be clconod up ond that tho wires which con- 
trol the flying would be mede “invisible”. Brown, SRL, rocommonded it ONLY if odults 
Ore occompanicd by children. The show must be seen through the child's eyes, and 
through their attempts to toke off from the oisles during intermission. Brown wished 
thet Barric hadn't writton his classic with such a swoct om. for emanates 
morshmollows.» 


A_Phoenix Too Frequont and Froight-Fulton, 4/26/50=4/29/50. Krutch, Nation, ond 
Hotch, New Republic, were very disappointed that the double bill didn’t have a chanco 
to run lonecr than fivo performances, Fry's Phocnix was billed as the first modern 
metaphysical dramo by Krutche Hatch thinks the word of mouth advortising might have 
kept the show going. While the Fry sketch was wordy, it had the kind of humor that 
one chucklcs ot the following deye Kenneth White's Froight he considered as o typi- 
col WPa tyne. race editorial thet wos given © superb production, Becufort, Christicn 
Science Monitor, joined the deily critics who pleced the blame dircetly on the poor ; 
and bad direction, 


The 3/15/50. Theatre: .rte ¢ritic: rates. Mcnotti ns-an honcst,- 
powerful musical drama, The brillinnt conception of soverrl scencs and the sinccre 
emotional drive of the drama far outweigh the few moments of hypcr-mclodrama, 
Patricia Nowiy was welcomed to stardom on the strength of this single role. 


ore Broadwoy 


| Dramatic Workshop's original revue These Aro the Timos was givon an ‘for ef- 
fort by Garland, Journal American, and Shanley, Times; but they. thought the material 
pointed up the Limitations of the skotch writcrs,. Watts, Post, rates Abbe Practical 
Workshop © worthy Off Broodwry group that descrves encouragomontessPeople's Drema 
John Brown, Theodore Ward's new play presented in arene style, was horshly penned by 
critics of Timos, Hereld Tribunc, Compass, Post, “nd World Tologram & Sun. They 
bleme tho cctors and dircetion for bringing out the worst ina dull script. Daily 
Worker critic thought production was stimuloting, but disrgreed on the importance of 
tho hero’s 
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* The Greon Room Department 


CHALLENGE TO PRESSeee"HOw can  nyone in an intervicw really understend your. thoughts, 
your ideas, when even people who know cach other often can’t really tell," Jean 
arthur asked Funkc, Times, Potcr Pan star insists that her private life is hor 
own, end that the press thet prics nd probes beyond what she has to offcr as 
Qn actress is vulgar and unneccosscry» She told tho Times drama oditor that all 
tho publicity in tho world cannot help soll you if your work doosn't spoak for 
itself. 


PULITZER CH..NGES NEEDEDe.Neming of two musicals, South Pecific and The Consul, 
points up the need for a chango in the Pulitzer Prize rulcs, commentcd -Sheaffcr, 
Baglice His ideo is a scprratc awa rd for musier1 drome. ond musicnl comcdy, plus 
one for thc best pliy. «jes 


MID-OCEAN BRO“DWaYeeeBormude is 700 miles and four hours by oir from Shubcrt Jlloy, 
but Morchousc, WT&S, found a large Brondway contingent resting, basking and 
talking cbout the theatre, Former Algonquin cmploycs were everywhere, Merc 
Blitzstcin is busy working on o new opera tentotively titled, Reubon, Reubcnee" 


THE.TRE BARS REVIEWED?..eIf the City Council cmendment sanctioning bers in theatres 
passes Phillips, WT&S, suggests drama critics review both the play and the bore. 


Typical comment might be "The show dragged in many spotse The drinking dragged 
in nonee The critic, lingering ot the ber from the middle of ioc second act ony 


is unable to recall a player worthy of mention." 


UNWORLDLY CRITICSe. Drama critics are not worldly, Watts, Post, scyse Nothing could 
be more naive and unsophisticated then spending one’s life night after night in 


‘the theatre hoping that one evening you my at lest come upon an ultimate 
masterpieces 


PREVIEW OF VuRIETY BESTSeeeMay 17 Variety onnurl poll of critics favorites will be 
mode public. Severol critics have been musing about their choices in print. 
Pollock, Compass, picks Mcurice Evons, Ethel Waters, Burgess Meredith, Wally 
Cox and Marcia Henderson #s some of his bests..»Morehousé, WT&S, liked Grace 
George, Kotharine Post, picked Roger Pricey Willy Cox, Marcia 
Henderson as severel of his mony favorites. 


TOUGH TO BE 4. STAReeeProblems of e star picking the right sort of play were looked 
into by Pollock, Compress. They can't pick plays which show them Os youngsters, 
they can't pick plays their fans might object to, they can’t find new playwrights 
to equal the perts turned out by Show end Shrkespeare. ~ 


BOSTON AUDIENCES PANNEDeeeNo more critics parties or tryouts in Boston for Arthur 
Klein, producers of Tickets Please! Boston cudiencés are cold, they don't Lough 
they don't have a cosmopolitan reaction, he told Morehouse, WT&8; from now on 
Klein will try ‘out his shows in Philadelphia and Wilmington. 


Louis Kronenberger, Time, will have his ploy The Internctioncl Set produced by 
Kermit Bloomgarten in the fall...George Jean Nothon, so reports the Klingors in "Your 
Morringe" has confessed that the single life isn't whet it's cracked up to beee.Word 
Morchouse and Vinton Freedlecy friendship is over, gossips Wilson, PosteseRalph Bel= - 

lemy, Detective Story, puts his commonts of tho evcning‘s performances on the police 
blotter Bemelmeans know his Now ‘I Lay Me Down to Sleep wes doomedy. 
Lyons, Post, reports from Paris, Just one third of NY critics are not bored by a 
comedy that concerns itself with a man’s love for women." 
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"Brocdwey Rocks with Leughter" is the optimistic headline on the "Quote" ad for 
Tickets Please$ Watts, Post, is credited with saying "I laughed like a manine"™... 
actually the critic wrote "Having loughed like e maniac over every cpisode in which 
the Hartmans oppear, I fecl like o monstcr of ingratitude to add that their revue 
con also be pretty dismol"...Theatre Arts picture article on "Theatre Guild" shows 
photograph of Lawrence Langer and ete consultant" soclecting the quotes from 
nowspaper notices for ads» 


* Interview Round Up * 

BORIS KARLOFF...Peter Pan cast looks forwerd to the matinces with the children be- 
cause they are so much fun, the coestor of the Barrie revival told WNBC Mory 
Mergarct McBride, He discovers that. on matinee days he draws his strength and 
vitality from tho cudience.,, It peps him ‘up no motter how tired he may feel, 


TSLLULAH B..NKHESD».».Shrewd and candid appraiser of others, is how Sheaffer, Eagle, 
summed up the famous Bankheed personality. The voice is not an affectation, but 
en affliction resulting from numcrous colds in her childhoode Sho resonts the 
many misleading storics attributed to here As for Broadway's current hits she 
thought Ethel Wotcrs "mognificent™, Julio Harris "prillicnt”. 


“NNE JEFFREYSeseChicago star of Kiss Mc, Kate, who will nea the New York compony 
next month, is looking forward to tho casicr life‘of an actress in New Yorke 
The Chicago show ploys seven days co weck, the New York show six days, she re- 
vealed to MBS Bob Elsone She frankly hopod her understudy, 2 lovely girl, docs 
not got a chance to go on, 


MR & MRS RICHARD RODGERSeeeHectic socicl lifo of composing half of famous writing and 
producing toam was detailed by Koating, Cuce Rodgers finds timc to make rounds 
of his shows onc night por.weck, Thoy don’t attond first ve Summor out- 
door favorite sport an involved vcrsion of ‘croquct, 


D.NIEL BLUMeeeEditor of “Theatre World", onnuol photo and cast indcx to tho Broadway 
sofason, got tho idea for his yoar book whon he wont to the War Production Board 
scoking pepore Official offored hin five tons for his plan to publish © good 
thootro magazince Ho decided that with so much paper he might as woll turn out 
@ yoar booke Blum gucsted on Tho Hirtmans WOR progrem now brocdeast from tho 
dressing room of the Coronet Theatre before Saturday matincce 


* Key to NYC Criticem st 4 Glance * 


Shows orc rated as ve how the pallida liked thom, rot if. they think they will be 
hits, "So-So " means the critic did not state directly if he recommétndod the show 
for an entertaining or stimulating-cvoning. FPhotostats of reviews may be obtained at 
25 conts cach to subscribers, 50 cents. each to others. ‘ 


1. NY Times lle Newark Nows 21. ‘Cotholde world 
2e NY Herald Tribuno 12. Women’s Woar Daily 22. Commonweal 

3e NY News Daily Worker 232 Cuc 

4 NY Mirror _. 14, Wall Strect Journal 24: Ohr.Sci.Monitor 
5e NY Compass (Star, Pu) Jourricl of Commerce 25 Sot.Revicew Lit. 
NY Post 16. George Nathan _ 266 Newswock 

7. NY Sun (Morchousc) 17. Morning Tolograph 27. Time 

8. NY Journal 18, ‘Varicty : - 28. Nation 

9. NY World Tolegram & Sun 19, Billboard ' 294 New Republic 


10. Brooklyn Eaglo 


20. Theetro Srts 


30, New Yorkor 


Checking the dds 


arms and the Girle46th Streot Thootro, 2/2/50. Prose 3-4-5- 
23- ~24=30, Cona 295 “9226927. 


As You Like It-Cort, 1/26/50. Prot 3=4=6=7- 
pone So-Sos 5-8.-14-28, 


Cluttorbuck-Biltmore, 12/3/49. Pros 3-27-30. 
Gone So-Sor 24-10-14, 


Tho Cocktail PertyeMiller, 1/2/50. Prot 


Gont 1-9=14=22-25+29, So-S08 16-30. 


Como Back, Littlo Shoba-Boothy 2/15/50+ Pros 
22=23=26=292 Cont 2947-12-27, So-So8 3-6-30, 


The Consul-Barrymorc, 3/15/50. Prot 25 votcs. Cont 22. So-Sos 6-29. Noncs 20-21 
Decth of a 2/10/49, Prose 28 votes» Cons 29» So= Sos 27> 


Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/49 Prot 

The Devil's Diseiplo-Royolc, 2/21/80» 

Gentlemen Prefor Blondcs-Zicgtold, ee Pros 21 votes, Cont 6-21-28. 


‘The Hoppy Timo-Plymouth, Prot 20 votcae Cont 
Nonoe 


I Know My Love=Shubert, Prot 21 votese Gont 
Noncs 13, 


The 2/1/50: Prot oA votes. Cont Nonce 21. 


Kiss Mc, Krte-Contury, 12/31/48. Prot 28 votes. Cone 29. Nonce 28. 
-Lost_in tho Storé-Music Box, 10/30/49. Pros 
Tho Momb or of tho Wodding=- 1/5/50+ Pros 25 votes, Cons 16. S0-S08 2-27-D 
Migtor Robortg-..lvin, 2/13/48. Proe 24 votce~ Cont 21+24. -So-Sot 13-16-17. 


Cont 8-30. So- 6=7-14=19, 


South Pacific-Majostic, Prot 
26-30. Cont 27. 23. Nones 5-1 0-1 


Toxrg Li'l) Derlin"“Hcllinger, 11/25/49e Pro 
Cont So-S08 


Where's Cherloy?-St. James, 10/11/48, Pros 16 votcs. Cont 
25-265 So=Sot 4927. Nonce 28. 


Tho Wistcria Trocg-Martin Bock, Pros 
Cont 2- 0916-2202 Sos 15-29. 


Tickots Ploaso$-Coronct, 4/21/50. Pros Cons 11, 
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